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On the day Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords was shot, a remarkable little girl went to heaven.
This is the story of a mother's quest for peace in the midst of unspeakable heartache. By the
time the shooting ended on that cloudless January day in front of a Tucson grocery store, 19
innocent people lay wounded, dead, or dying. Among the gravely wounded was U.S.
Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords. The youngest among the six who died was a little girl whose
dark eyes and smiling face would soon appear on newscasts around the world. Some would
refer to her as “The Angel of Tucson.” Christina-Taylor Green entered this world on September
11, 2001—a ray of sheer joy on a dark day of madness, shock, and sorrow. On January 8, 2011,
another act of madness tore her from this world. She was talented. She was popular. She was
beautiful. And she was nine. As Good As She Imagined is her mother’s remarkable account of
her life, death, and inspiring legacy. With the help of New York Times best-selling author Jerry B.
Jenkins, Roxanna Green shares her family’s journey of faith and their quest for redemption amid
unspeakable tragedy. It is a story that touched a nation and the world—and a story that will
inspire you.

About the AuthorRoxanna Green has been a practicing home health-care nurse, now serving as
CEO of the Christina-Taylor Green Foundation. Her husband, John, is National Crosschecker in
the scouting department of the Los Angeles Dodgers. They have a son, Dallas, 12, and their
daughter, Christina-Taylor, would have been 10 on the tenth anniversary of 9/11.
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W. G. Vaughn, “An invitation and inspiration to be "as good as she imagined". September 11,
2011 was the tenth anniversary of Al-Qaida's devastating attack on our country. It was also the
tenth birthday of Christina-Taylor Green, an event she never saw. She was one of six people
who died January 8, 2011, when nineteen people were shot, including United States
Representative Gabrielle "Gabby" Giffords."As Good as She Imagined" is her story, written by
her mother, Roxanna Green, with Jerry Jenkins. In it, we see the how faith shaped the life of the
family. Each chapter begins with a Scripture. The story tells how every major difficulty, such as
the birth of their first child, drove them to trust more deeply in God. This book is truly written for
the soul.Roxanna tells how she and her husband John, a major-league baseball scout, met and
married, and about the birth of Dallas, their autistic son. He had trouble coping with change and
forming relationships and was doomed to attend only special-needs schools.Christina-Taylor
was born two years later. A bright child, she went on to excel in baseball, music, art, and
academics, as well as being a friend to everybody she met. Her bubbly, outgoing personality
and genuine love worked a miracle in her brother. He bonded with his sister, and they became
inseparable friends. He began to form relationships and adjust to changes in life. Dallas is now
able to be in regular classes with ordinary students, play baseball and take Karate.Her Christian
faith and her grandmother led Christina-Taylor to develop her desire to actively help people in
need, and she became interested in political action. In the Fall of 2010, she was elected to the
Student Council at school. When Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords announced "Congress on
Your Corner" nearby, Christina-Taylor wanted to go and meet Gabby. Her ambition was to one
day go to Congress. Suzi Hileman, a close family friend, took her to the local Safeway store,
where the event was scheduled. Suzi was seriously wounded in the fusillade.Once again, it was
faith in God which held up the Green family and enabled John, Roxanna and Dallas to go on.
The CTG Memorial Foundation was set up to help those Christina-Taylor wanted to
help.Christina-Taylor Green's story caught the attention of President Obama. At the "Mass for
the Healing of Our Community" in Tucson, he highlighted her life, holding it up as an example to
all of us, and said, "I want our democracy to be as good as she imagined it."If we will be "the
light of the world" and "the salt of the earth" where we live, study, work, shop and play, we can
help our corner of the world to be "as good as she imagined."I received a copy of the book for
review. It was so engaging that I bought the audio book so we could hear it. We were really
inspired by Roxanna's voice telling the story.”

Richard J Blanchard, “A wonderful, wonderful book; written from the heart.. Living in Tucson, I
like many of its citizens was touched by the terrible, senseless tragedy of January 10, 2011,
particularly the killing of nine year old Christina-Taylor Green. I felt at that time no parents should
ever have to endure the heartbreak that happened to John & Roxanna Green and their son
Dallas.So I preordered the book on my Kindle and began reading it when it first became



available. A word of caution, make sure you have a box of Kleenex handy because if your
anything like me there are many parts to the book where you will tear up and cry.I have just
finished reading the book for a second time and it has taken on a whole new meaning for me
because through my sister I have had the pleasure to meet in person Roxanna, John and Dallas
on Cape Cod; a more wonderful family you will never meet.So my review of this book is based
on my most recent experience reading this book. Roxanna has done a truly amazing job of
writing this book from her heart and soul. She wrote this book to keep the memory of Christina-
Taylor alive and this book will certainly do that. Although this book has many sad moments it also
has some light and humorous moments as she takes you through her childhood, her marriage to
her husband John, the birth of her first born Dallas and finally the birth of Christina-Taylor. As you
read this book you can't help but be impressed by the many good times this family experienced
and the faith they have. Needless to say that after the terrible tragedy of January 8, 2011 in
which Cristina-Taylor was shot and killed along with five other people in this senseless tragedy it
was the family's faith that kept them together and allowed them to move forward; move forward
yes but the pain and heartache of losing Christina-Taylor will never, ever be forgotten; her
memory will always occupy a huge part of her parents and brother's hearts.All parents think and
believe that their child are special and they all our. But Christina-Taylor was truly a special,
remarkable and gifted child. What she accomplished in her short life of nine years was truly
amazing. We can never understand why God takes a truly gifted child away from her parents and
brother at such an early age, but God has his reasons, and I believe that Christina-Taylor was to
send a message and leave a lasting impression on this country. She has more than done this for
me and countless others.If you are looking to read a remarkable book I highly recommend "As
Good As She Imagined" by Roxanna Green The redeeming story of the Angel of Tucson
Christina-Taylor Green.”

Darlene Priest, “As good as I imagined!. Having the reason to write such a book is a pain I would
not even want to try to imagine. I have 3 daughters and 2 granddaughters. Losing any of them
in any kind of accident would be devastaing enough, but the loss of Christina Taylor was no
accident. How awful it is for all of us to be reminded just how truly unstable life seems to be
getting.Roxanna did an incredible job writing this book. I would think if there is anything that
might help her heart to heal a tiny little bit, it would be this creation of such a tribute to her
beautiful daughter. Obviously Christina Taylor excelled in everything she attempted, but her
mother also gave her readers the opportunity to know her daughter as a "normal" kid. She
loved, she laughed, she giggled, she was silly, she was everything to her family.Roxanna and the
Green family are obviously a very special family who thank God have retained a deep faith. A
dark side of this world took their little girl from them. The fact they have given this world the
honor of knowing that little girl and their family is a gift of immeasurable value.As with every
devastating event, I know everyone in this country will remember where they were when they
heard the news of Tucson. But, trust me, what will be remembered most is the beautiful smile on



your beautiful little girl who just wanted to meet her Congresswoman.Thank you for being such a
giving family.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 71 people have provided feedback.
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